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importance and position, l many of the latter had been the life
of the pre-war Arab Movement and had been instigators of
several disturbances in the Turkish army.2 Moreover, they had
created positions for themselves by their ability, first in the
Turkish Army and then in the Arab Movement and, in con-
sequence, had acquired a reputation in popular opinion
equalling their actual importance. In addition, the 'Iraqis had
in Mosul, Basra, Baghdad and outlying districts, families,
relatives and friends who cast up, at their instigation, waves of
increasing size in the sea of'Iraqi Nationalism.
Outwardly paying lip-service to Arab participation, his
real opinion, not only of Arabs but also of those who advocated
their wide participation in the government and administration
of 'Iraq, came out in his memorandum on Miss Bell's note on
Syria.3 He disagreed with her fundamental assumption that
can Arab State in Mesopotamia . . . within a short period of
years is a possibility, and that the recognition or creation of a
logical scheme of government on these lines, in supersession of
those on which we are now working in Mesopotamia, would be
practical and popular'. He declared:
My observations in this country and elsewhere have forced
me to the conviction that this assumption is erroneous, and
although I am aware that in holding this view I differ from
authorities and observers both at home and abroad ... I
venture, probably for the last time in my present capacity, to
lay before H.M.'s Government the considerations which have
led me to this conclusion. . . .
I therefore regard the creation of an Arab Government
1 Practically every * Iraqi who served under Faisal has occupied, upon his
return to 'Iraq, positions of responsibility in the 'Iraq Government.   Their
enemies declare that this monopolization of high office has been due to British
influence, and to the fact that they have constituted themselves a ruling clique
Their  friends   maintain their position has  been due  to their ability   and
experience.
2 As in Baghdad, from March to July, 1913. Events in Turkish 'Iraq, March,
April and July, 1913.
3 Letter No, 34436, Civil Commissioner, Baghdad to S/S for India, November
I5th, 1919-
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